CONDI TI ON REPCRT: MIM 2023. 0287. 0402

REPORT CREATED: 2026-03-14 15:32:54




TECHNI CAL DETAILS

NAME: Praying Mantis

EVENT: Cocoon Proj ect
REFERENCE: MIM 2023. 0287. 0402
DATE: 2023

STORAGE REF: —

TYPOLOGY: nask

HEl GHT: 860 mm ( 2'9" in )
WDTH: 780 mm ( 2'6" in)
LENGTH: 410 mnm ( 1'4" in )
VEIGHT: 970 g ( 2.14 1Ib)

VATERI ALS

body/vol une | corrugated cardboard, netal mnesh
details | plastic mesh visor
paint | acrylic paint

ARTI STS

DIRECTION: Clara Ribeiro
ART DI RECTI ON: M gvel Tepes
CREATI ON: M gvel Tepes

DESCRI PTI ON

This mask represents a creature known for its dramatic and intimdating
appear ance.

The construction of the mask involves using a paper-covered cardboard
base to create the desired features, exaggerated for the desired
theatrical inpact, particularly suitable for outdoor shows.

The Mantis character was a human who wanted to be a martial arts
fighter. When he transforms, he appears as Mantis, an aninmal that is an
expert fighter in the world of insects, known for their predatory
behavi or and uni que nmethod of hunting. This netaphorical transfornmation
suggests a change in the character's identity.

The interaction between the mask and the actor's body is crucial to
achieving the realistic quality of the creature. Based on the
principles of physical theater and performance art, the actor's
novenents nust be deliberate and exaggerated in order to animate the
mask effectively. This approach underlines the non-verbal comrunication
aspect of the show, as the character's personality and intentions are
conveyed prinmarily through body | anguage and physicality.

The use of additional body extensions, such as insect-like |egs,
further blurs the Iine between human and insect. This integration
enphasi zes the thenme of netanorphosis, challenging the audi ence's



perception of what is human and what is not.

The effectiveness of this nmask in a performance context depends heavily
on the actor's ability to enbody the essence of the creature and
mani pul ate the mask in a way that appears realistic. This requires an

i n-depth know edge of the insect's novenent patterns and behavi or
resulting in a captivating and thought-provoking theatrical experience.

CONTEXT

This project was inspired by Franz Kafka's “Metanorphosis”, which

expl ores deep thenes of the human condition, desire, and fear through
the transformati on of the protagonist, Gegor Samsa, into a giant

i nsect.

This was a community project devel oped with a group of young peopl e,
who were led to reflect on the human condition, their desires, and
fears. Seven insect characters were created, and each insect represents
a different aspect of the human condition, in a netaphor for the
various internal and external struggles experienced by individuals in
soci ety.



PROPER CARE - GENERAL CONSI DERATI ONS

- Objects must be shielded fromdirect sunlight at all tinmes to prevent
WV damage and fadi ng.

- Maintain a stable environnent; avoid exposure to high humdity or
rapi d noi sture fluctuations.

- A strict no-touch policy is in effect for both the public and
curatorial staff to prevent oil and acid transfer.

- Aut hori zed handl ers nust wear appropriate archival gloves whenever
contact is necessary.

- Visitors and staff are permitted to take photographs and vi deos for
personal use only.

- The use of flash is strictly prohibited to protect |ight-sensitive
material s.

- No captured inagery nmay be used to produce sal eabl e goods, such as
post cards, books, or nerchandi se.

- Wheel s or casters attached to objects are for on-stage positioning
only and are not for general transport.

- (njects nust be noved using a secondary dolly or professiona

equi prrent rather than their own casters.

- No food, liquids, or snmoking are permtted within the i mredi ate
vicinity of the objects.

- No cleaning agents, polishes, or dusters should be applied to the
obj ects except by authorized conservation staff.

- (njects nust be displayed on stable, |evel surfaces and secured
agai nst accidental tipping or vibration.

- Display areas must be nonitored by staff or canera surveillance at
all tines during public hours.

- Any accidental contact, change in condition, or environnental spike
must be reported to the lender within 24 hours.

- Maintain controlled tenperatures between 18-22°C to prevent therma
damage to materi al s.

- Ensure adequate ventilation without direct air currents that could
cause dust or environnmental fluctuations.

- Conduct regular conservation inspections and docunment any changes in
the condition of objects.

- In case of emergency, follow established evacuati on and obj ect
protection protocols.
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